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Abstract: Kebang is a traditional socio-political institution of the Arunachal Pradesh region in Northeast
India. It plays a significant role in the administration of justice and socio-political dynamics of the state.
To provide an in-depth analysis, let's examine the Kebang in terms of its structure, functions, and its
impact on justice and socio-political affairs. The study examines the structure and functions of the Kebang,
its impact on the administration of justice, and its influence on the socio-political affairs of the region. By
exploring primary and secondary sources, including interviews, case studies, and literature reviews, this
research paper sheds light on the significance of the Kebang as a grassroots democratic institution and its

contributions to local governance, conflict resolution, and socio-cultural preservation.
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Introduction: Arunachal Pradesh, the north-eastern state in India, is a land of diverse indigenous
communities with rich cultural traditions and unique social structures. Among these communities, the
Kebang stands as a significant traditional socio-political institution that has played a vital role in the
administration of justice and shaping the socio-political dynamics of the region. With its roots deeply
embedded in the customs, traditions, and values of the indigenous people, the Kebang holds a special
place in the hearts and minds of the local population.3The Kebang is a village-level council composed of
respected elders and leaders who are entrusted with the responsibility of decision-making, conflict
resolution, and community welfare. The term "Kebang" itself refers to a gathering or assembly,
symbolizing the coming together of community members to discuss and address important issues.
Through its structure, functions, and influence, the Kebang has served as a fundamental pillar of
governance in Arunachal Pradesh for centuries.The significance of the Kebang in the administration of
justice cannot be overstated.4 As a quasi-judicial body, it serves as a platform for resolving disputes and
conflicts within the community. The Kebang operates based on customary laws, traditions, and local

practices, ensuring a culturally relevant and accessible justice system. Its decisions are guided by the
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wisdom and experience of the elders, with an emphasis on reconciliation and restoration rather than
punitive measures. This approach fosters social harmony, encourages cooperation among community

members, and preserves the indigenous identity of the region.

Furthermore, the Kebang plays a crucial role in maintaining law and order within the community.
Collaborating with the local police and administration, the Kebang helps address issues related to crime,
theft, and social disturbances. Its members, being respected and influential figures, hold significant moral
authority, which aids in resolving conflicts peacefully and ensuring a sense of security within the
community.Beyond its role in the administration of justice, the Kebang has a profound impact on the
socio-political dynamics of Arunachal Pradesh.5 It serves as a grassroots democratic institution,
promoting participatory decision- making and community involvement. The Kebang provides a platform
for the discussion and resolution of socio-political matters, including village development, resource
management, infrastructure development, and welfare programs. Its decisions and recommendations hold
substantial influence over the direction of the community and contribute to the overall socio- economic

well-being of the region.6

Moreover, the Kebang acts as a crucial link between the local community and the government. It
represents the interests, concerns, and aspirations of the community to higher authorities and facilitates
the implementation of government policies and programs at the grassroots level. The Kebang's influence
in the socio-political sphere strengthens the democratic fabric of the region, empowers the local
population, and ensures their active participation in the decision-making processes that affect their
lives.However, the Kebang is not without its challenges and criticisms. As times change and the socio-
political landscape evolves, there is a need to strike a balance between customary practices and evolving
societal needs. Adapting the functioning of the Kebang to contemporary challenges while preserving its
core values poses a significant task for its members and the communities they serve.7

In conclusion, the Kebang of Arunachal Pradesh holds a crucial position in the administration of justice
and socio-political dynamics of the region. Its structure, functions, and influence have contributed to a
localized and culturally relevant justice system, social harmony, and preservation of indigenous identity.
The Kebang's participatory decision-making, representation of local interests, and collaboration with the

government have empowered the community and contributed to their socio-economic well-being.
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Understanding the role of the Kebang is essential for appreciating the unique socio-cultural fabric of

Arunachal Pradesh and exploring ways.8

Background and significance of the Kebang in Arunachal Pradesh: Arunachal Pradesh, located in
Northeast India, is home to various indigenous communities with rich cultural traditions. The Kebang, a
traditional socio-political institution, has played a pivotal role in the region's governance and social fabric
for centuries. The Kebang is deeply rooted in the customary practices and values of the indigenous

communities of Arunachal Pradesh.9

The Kebang serves as a village-level council, consisting of respected elders and leaders who are entrusted
with decision-making, conflict resolution, and the overall well-being of the community. It holds a
significant place in the hearts and minds of the local population, as it represents their unique cultural
heritage and provides a platform for community participation and self-governance.10

Research objectives and methodology: The main objective of this research paper is to provide an in-
depth analysis of the role of Kebang in the administration of justice and socio-political dynamics in
Arunachal Pradesh. The specific research objectives are as follows:

1. To examine the structure and composition of the Kebang, including the selection process of its
members and the leadership roles they assume.

2. To explore the various functions of the Kebang, particularly in the administration of justice,
including dispute resolution mechanisms and collaboration with formal legal systems.

3. To analyze the impact of the Kebang on the administration of justice, including its effectiveness
in providing localized and culturally relevant justice systems, and its contribution to social
harmony and preservation of indigenous identity.

4. To investigate the influence of the Kebang on socio-political dynamics, including its role in
participatory decision-making, representation of local interests, and community development.

5. To identify the challenges and criticisms faced by the Kebang in its functioning and to propose
potential solutions or improvements.

6. To compare the Kebang with similar traditional institutions in India and other countries to gain a

broader perspective on its significance and effectiveness.
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7. To provide policy implications and recommendations for integrating the Kebang into the formal
legal framework and strengthening its role in promoting local governance and socio- cultural

preservation.

To achieve these objectives, a mixed-method research approach will be employed. The primary research
will involve conducting interviews and discussions with Kebang members, community leaders, and local
residents to gather first-hand insights and experiences. Additionally, relevant secondary sources such as
academic articles, government reports, and case studies will be reviewed to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the subject matter. The findings will be analyzed and synthesized to present a detailed
analysis of the role of Kebang in the administration of justice and socio-political dynamics in Arunachal
Pradesh.

Structure of Kebang: Kebang is essentially a village-level council, comprising elderly and respected
members of the community. It is led by a chief or headman, known as the Gaon Burah, who is chosen
based on his wisdom, experience, and leadership qualities. The members of the Kebang are typically male,

although some communities have female members as well.
Functions of Kebang :

Dispute Resolution: One of the primary roles of Kebang is to resolve conflicts and disputes within the
community. It acts as a quasi-judicial body, providing a platform for individuals to present their grievances
and seek justice. The decisions of the Kebang are usually based on customary laws, traditions, and local

practices.12

1. Law and Order: Kebang also plays a crucial role in maintaining law and order within the
community. It collaborates with the local police and administration to address issues related to
crime, theft, and other social disturbances. The Kebang members, being well-respected and
influential, hold considerable moral authority, and their involvement helps in resolving conflicts
peacefully.

2. Socio-political Matters: Kebang serves as a platform for discussing and addressing socio-
political issues of the community. It plays an advisory role in matters such as village development,
resource management, infrastructure development, and welfare programs. The decisions taken by

the Kebang in these areas often hold significant influence over the community's direction.
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Impact on Administration of Justice: The Kebang's involvement in the administration of justice
brings several advantages. Firstly, it provides a localized and accessible system for dispute
resolution, which is often more culturally appropriate and efficient than formal legal systems. The
Kebang's decisions are based on customary laws and traditions, reflecting the community's values
and preferences. This helps in maintaining social harmony and preserving the indigenous identity
of the region.Moreover, the Kebang's approach to justice emphasizes reconciliation and restoration
rather than punitive measures. It focuses on bringing parties together, facilitating dialogue, and
encouraging compromise, which fosters a sense of unity and cooperation among community

members.

Research questions on Kebang of Arunachal Pradesh: An In-Depth Analysis of Its Role in the

Administration of Justice and Socio-Political Dynamics

1.

© o N o

How does the Kebang system of justice in Arunachal Pradesh function within the Indian legal
system?
What is the impact of the Kebang system on socio-political dynamics in Arunachal Pradesh?

How does the Kebang system of justice compare and contrast to other forms of justice systems in
India?

What are the key differences in the Kebang system of justice when compared to other forms of
justice systems in India?

How does the Kebang system of justice ensure access to justice for the vulnerable and marginalized
communities in the state?

What are the challenges faced by the Kebang system of justice in Arunachal Pradesh?

How has the Kebang system of justice evolved over time?

What role does the Kebang system of justice play in promoting gender justice in the state?

How does the Kebang system of justice influence the overall development of Arunachal Pradesh?

. What strategies could be employed to strengthen the Kebang system of justice in Arunachal

Pradesh?

Impact on Socio-political Dynamics:Kebang has a significant impact on the socio-political dynamics of

Arunachal Pradesh. It acts as a grassroots democratic institution, promoting participatory decision-making

and community involvement. The Kebang's role in village development and resource management ensures
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that local perspectives and needs are considered. This helps in preserving the cultural heritage, traditional

practices, and socio- economic well-being of the communities.

Furthermore, the Kebang serves as a channel of communication between the local community and the
government. It represents the interests and concerns of the community to the higher authorities and
facilitates the implementation of government policies and programs at the grassroots level. The Kebang's
influence in the socio-political sphere strengthens the democratic fabric of the region and empowers the

local population.

1. Composition and Selection of Kebang Members: The Kebang is composed of respected elders
and leaders from the community. These members are chosen based on their wisdom, experience,
and moral standing within the society. While the exact composition may vary across different
communities and villages, certain common principles guide the selection process.

2. Elderly Members: The Kebang typically consists of elderly individuals who have earned the
respect and trust of the community over the years. Their advanced age is seen as a symbol of
wisdom and experience, making them suitable for decision-making and conflict resolution roles.

3. Traditional Leaders: The Kebang often includes traditional leaders who hold influential positions
within the community. These leaders may have inherited their positions or have been chosen based
on their lineage, social standing, or achievements in various domains such as agriculture, hunting,
or spiritual practices.

4. Gender Roles: Traditionally, the Kebang has been predominantly male-dominated. However, in
some communities, efforts are being made to include female members to ensure broader
representation and inclusivity. The involvement of women brings a different perspective and
contributes to a more balanced decision-making process.

5. Consensus-based Selection: The selection process for Kebang members is typically based on
consensus within the community. Discussions are held among community members, considering
factors such as reputation, character, leadership qualities, and commitment to the welfare of the
community. The aim is to ensure that the selected individuals genuinely represent the interests of

the community and are trusted by the members.

Leadership Roles and Responsibilities: The Kebang operates under the leadership of a chief or headman,

known as the Gaon Burah or Gaon Bura, who holds a prominent position within the council. The Gaon
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Burah is chosen based on a combination of factors such as age, experience, leadership qualities, and the
recognition of their contributions to the community. The specific leadership roles and responsibilities

within the Kebang can vary, but some common functions are as follows:

1. Presiding Over Meetings: The Gaon Burah is responsible for presiding over Kebang meetings.
They ensure that the discussions are conducted in an orderly manner and that all members have an
opportunity to express their views.23

2. Decision-making: The Gaon Burah plays a key role in the decision-making process of the Kebang.
They provide guidance, mediate discussions, and help arrive at consensus-based decisions that
align with the customs, traditions, and welfare of the community.24

3. Representing the Community: The Gaon Burah represents the Kebang and the community in
interactions with external stakeholders, including government officials, law enforcement agencies,
and other institutions. They voice the concerns, interests, and aspirations of the community,
advocating for their needs and rights.25

4. Mediation and Conflict Resolution: One of the important responsibilities of the Gaon Burah is
to mediate conflicts and disputes within the community. They listen to all parties involved, strive
to find common ground, and work towards resolving conflicts in a fair and just manner. This role
requires tact, diplomacy, and the ability to maintain neutrality.26

5. Advisor and Mentor: The Gaon Burah serves as an advisor and mentor to the younger generation,
passing on traditional knowledge, values, and customs. They provide guidance on various matters,
including community traditions, sustainable resource management, and maintaining social
harmony.27

6. Upholding Customary Laws: The Gaon Burah ensures that the decisions and actions of the
Kebang align with customary laws, traditions, and local practices. They act as custodians of the
community's cultural heritage and work towards preserving and promoting indigenous customs

and values.28

Overall, the leadership roles and responsibilities within the Kebang are vital for maintaining social order,
fostering community cohesion, and upholding the principles of justice and socio- political dynamics. It
resolves disputes based on customary laws, collaborates with formal legal systems, and maintains law and

order. Additionally, the Kebang acts as a mediator, enforces social norms, and actively engages in
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community development and welfare initiatives. These functions reflect the Kebang's commitment to

justice, social cohesion, and the well-being of the community it serves.29

Kebang and Administration of Justice: The Kebang, a traditional socio-political institution in
Arunachal Pradesh, plays a vital role in the administration of justice. It operates through localized justice
systems that are deeply rooted in the customs, traditions, and values of the indigenous communities. The
Kebang's approach to justice emphasizes reconciliation and restorative practices, aiming to repair harm
and restore relationships within the community. In this section, we will explore the advantages and
challenges of the Kebang's role in justice administration.30

Localized Justice Systems and Cultural Relevance: The Kebang plays a crucial role in the
administration of justice by providing a localized justice system that is deeply rooted in the customs,
traditions, and values of the community. Unlike formal legal systems, the Kebang's decisions are based
on customary laws and practices that have evolved over generations. This ensures that justice is
administered in a manner that is culturally relevant and resonates with the community's collective identity.
By incorporating local customs and traditions into the justice process, the Kebang maintains the socio-
cultural fabric of the community and promotes a sense of ownership and trust in the justice system.31

Reconciliation and Restorative Justice Practices: The Kebang emphasizes reconciliation and
restorative justice practices, focusing on repairing harm and restoring relationships within the community.
Instead of punitive measures, the Kebang seeks to foster understanding, empathy, and forgiveness among
conflicting parties. The council members facilitate dialogues, encourage compromise, and guide the
parties towards mutually acceptable resolutions. This approach not only addresses immediate conflicts but
also promotes long-term social harmony and community cohesion. By focusing on restoration rather than
punishment, the Kebang's approach to justice aligns with indigenous values of healing, reconciliation, and

the preservation of social bonds.32
Advantages of the Kebang's Role in Justice Administration:

1. Accessibility and Proximity: The Kebang operates at the village level, making justice
administration more accessible to community members. Local residents can approach the Kebang
easily, as it is familiar and located within their own community. This proximity enhances trust and

encourages individuals to seek justice without logistical barriers.33
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2. Cultural Sensitivity: The Kebang's adherence to customary laws and practices ensures that justice
is administered in a culturally sensitive manner. The council members have a deep understanding
of the community's traditions and customs, allowing them to make decisions that respect and
reflect the cultural nuances of the community. This cultural sensitivity strengthens community
members' acceptance of the justice system and promotes a sense of fairness.34

3. Community Involvement and Empowerment: The Kebang actively involves the community in
the justice administration process. Community members have the opportunity to present their
grievances, provide evidence, and participate in the decision-making discussions. This
participatory approach empowers individuals, fosters a sense of ownership in the justice system,
and promotes social cohesion within the community.35

Challenges of the Kebang's Role in Justice Administration:

1. Lack of Legal Codification: Customary laws, while deeply ingrained in the community, may lack
formal legal codification. This can create challenges in ensuring consistency and predictability in
decision-making. The absence of a standardized legal framework can lead to variations in
interpretations and outcomes across different Kebangs.36

2. Gender and Social Inclusion: Traditionally, the Kebang has been predominantly male-
dominated, with limited representation of women and marginalized groups. This raises concerns
about gender and social inclusivity in justice administration. Efforts are being made to address
these challenges by encouraging the participation of women and marginalized voices within the
Kebang.37

3. Balancing Traditional and Evolving Practices: As society evolves, the Kebang faces the
challenge of striking a balance between traditional practices and the changing needs of the
community. Adapting customary laws to address modern challenges such as land disputes,
cybercrimes, and environmental issues requires thoughtful consideration and continuous

dialogue.38

Despite these challenges, the Kebang's role in justice administration brings several advantages, including
accessibility, cultural sensitivity, and community empowerment. Its emphasis on reconciliation and

restorative justice practices aligns with indigenous values and fosters social harmony. The ongoing efforts
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to address challenges and ensure inclusivity are crucial for the Kebang's continued effectiveness in
administering justice in Arunachal Pradesh.

Kebang and Socio-Political Dynamics: The Kebang, a traditional socio-political institution in Arunachal
Pradesh, plays a significant role in shaping the socio-political dynamics of the region. It promotes
participatory decision-making, represents local interests, and contributes to village development and
resource management. In this section, we will delve into these aspects and explore the impact of the

Kebang on the socio-political dynamics of Arunachal Pradesh.39

Participatory Decision-Making and Community Involvement:One of the key features of the Kebang is its
emphasis on participatory decision-making. The council members facilitate discussions and deliberations,
allowing community members to actively participate in the decision-making process.40 This participatory
approach ensures that the community's voices are heard and taken into account in matters that affect their
lives. By involving communitymembers in decision-making, the Kebang fosters a sense of ownership,

empowerment, and collective responsibility.

Representation of Local Interests and Concerns: The Kebang serves as a platform for representing and
addressing local interests and concerns. The council members act as advocates for the community, voicing
their needs, aspirations, and grievances. They engage with external stakeholders, including government
officials, law enforcement agencies, and other institutions, to ensure that the community's interests are
adequately represented. The Kebang's role in representing local concerns helps bridge the gap between
the community and the larger socio- political landscape, fostering a sense of agency and influencing policy

decisions.41

Impact on Village Development and Resource Management: The Kebang actively contributes to
village development and resource management. It discusses and makes decisions on matters related to
infrastructure development, resource allocation, healthcare initiatives, educational programs, and poverty
alleviation measures. The council members play a crucial role in prioritizing development projects,
ensuring the equitable distribution of resources, and promoting sustainable practices. Their involvement
in resource management helps preserve the environment, protect indigenous knowledge systems, and

maintain a balance between development and the community's socio-cultural fabric.42
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The Kebang's impact on village development extends beyond material aspects. It nurtures a sense of
community cohesion and collective responsibility. By engaging community members in decision-making
processes, the Kebang promotes unity, cooperation, and social capital within the village. This, in turn,
strengthens the community's ability to address challenges, capitalize on opportunities, and collectively

work towards their shared goals.43
Challenges of the Kebang's Role in Socio-Political Dynamics:

1. Balancing Tradition and Modernity: The Kebang faces the challenge of balancing traditional
practices with the evolving needs and aspirations of the community. Adapting to contemporary
challenges, such as technological advancements, changing economic dynamics, and social
transformations, requires thoughtful consideration and continuous dialogue.44

2. Kebang and Socio-Political Dynamics: The Kebang, a traditional socio-political institution in
Arunachal Pradesh, plays a significant role in shaping the socio-political dynamics of the region.
It promotes participatory decision-making, represents local interests, and contributes to village
development and resource management. In this section, we will delve into these aspects and
explore the impact of the Kebang on the socio-political dynamics of Arunachal Pradesh.45

3. Participatory Decision-Making and Community Involvement: One of the key features of the
Kebang is its emphasis on participatory decision-making. The council members facilitate
discussions and deliberations, allowing community members to actively participate in the
decision-making process. This participatory approach ensures that the community's voices are
heard and taken into account in matters that affect their lives. By involving community members
in decision-making, the Kebang fosters a sense of ownership, empowerment, and collective
responsibility.46

4. Representation of Local Interests and Concerns: The Kebang serves as a platform for
representing and addressing local interests and concerns. The council members act as advocates
for the community, voicing their needs, aspirations, and grievances. They engage with external
stakeholders, including government officials, law enforcement agencies, and other institutions, to
ensure that the community's interests are adequately represented. The Kebang's role in representing
local concerns helps bridge the gap between the community and the larger socio- political

landscape, fostering a sense of agency and influencing policy decisions.47
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Impact on Village Development and Resource Management: The Kebang actively contributes to
village development and resource management. It discusses and makes decisions on matters related to
infrastructure development, resource allocation, healthcare initiatives, educational programs, and poverty
alleviation measures.48 The council members play a crucial role in prioritizing development projects,
ensuring the equitable distribution of resources, and promoting sustainable practices. Their involvement
in resource management helps preserve the environment, protect indigenous knowledge systems, and
maintain a balance between development and the community's socio-cultural fabric. The Kebang's impact
on village development extends beyond material aspects. It nurtures a sense of community cohesion and
collective responsibility. By engaging community members in decision-making processes, the Kebang
promotes unity, cooperation, and social capital within the village. This, in turn, strengthens the
community's ability to address challenges, capitalize on opportunities, and collectively work towards their

shared goals.49
Advantages of the Kebang's Role in Socio-Political Dynamics:

1. Grassroots Democracy: The Kebang serves as a grassroots democratic institution, allowing
community members to actively participate in the decision-making processes. This enhances
democratic values, promotes inclusivity, and empowers individuals within the community. 50

2. Preservation of Indigenous Identity: The Kebang plays a pivotal role in preserving the
indigenous identity of the community. It ensures that decisions and policies are in line with the
community's cultural heritage, traditions, and customs. This preservation contributes to the
resilience and sustainability of indigenous cultures in the face of external influences.

3. Community Cohesion and Social Capital: The Kebang's emphasis on community involvement
and participatory decision-making fosters community cohesion and builds social capital. It
strengthens relationships, promotes mutual trust, and encourages collective action for the
betterment of the community.51

4. Challenges of the Kebang's Role in Socio-Political Dynamics: Balancing Tradition and
Modernity: The Kebang faces the challenge of balancing traditional practices with the evolving
needs and aspirations of the community. Adapting to contemporary challenges, such as
technological advancements, changing economic dynamics, and social transformations, requires

thoughtful consideration and continuous dialogue.52
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Hypothetical Case Studies and Examples
Case Study 1: Resolution of the Land Dispute

In a village in Arunachal Pradesh, a land dispute emerged between two families over a boundary issue.
The dispute escalated, causing tension and discord within the community. The Kebang, being the
traditional institution responsible for conflict resolution, intervened to address the issue. The council

members conducted hearings, listened to both parties, and examined historical records and testimonies.

Through extensive discussions and negotiations, the Kebang facilitated a consensus-based resolution. The
council members encouraged the disputing families to reach a compromise that respected their respective
interests. Ultimately, a mutually acceptable solution was reached, defining the boundary and providing a

framework for peaceful coexistence.

This case demonstrates the Kebang's role in resolving complex disputes through dialogue, mediation, and
adherence to customary laws. The council members' impartiality, knowledge of local customs, and
commitment to community welfare played a crucial role in restoring harmony and maintaining social

cohesion.
Case Study 2: Community Development Initiatives

In another village, the Kebang initiated a community development project to address the lack of access to
clean drinking water. Recognizing the importance of this issue for the well-being of the community, the
council members mobilized community resources, sought external funding, and organized a collaborative

effort involving community members, local government agencies, and NGOs.

The Kebang facilitated discussions to identify potential solutions, conducted feasibility studies, and
oversaw the implementation of the project. They ensured transparency in the allocation of resources,
involved community members in decision-making, and provided oversight to guarantee the project's

successful execution.

The initiative not only addressed the immediate problem of clean drinking water but also fostered a sense
of collective responsibility and community ownership. It empowered the community by actively involving

them in decision-making processes, building their capacity, and promoting sustainable development.
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These case studies highlight the critical role of the Kebang in justice administration and socio- political
affairs. The Kebang's involvement in resolving conflicts and addressing community development needs
reflects its ability to bring people together, provide a platform for dialogue, and promote inclusive
decision-making. Through their wisdom, mediation skills, and commitment to the well-being of the
community, the Kebang members contribute to social harmony, sustainable development, and the
preservation of indigenous identity.

Case Study 3: Environmental Conservation and Resource Management

In avillage located near a pristine forest area, the Kebang played a crucial role in addressing the challenges
of environmental conservation and resource management. The community recognized the need to protect

their natural resources, prevent deforestation, and promote sustainable practices.

The Kebang took the initiative to establish rules and regulations regarding forest usage, such as restrictions
on logging, hunting, and unsustainable practices. They organized awareness campaigns, conducted

training sessions, and actively involved community members in conservation efforts.

Through their leadership, the Kebang facilitated collaborations with government forestry departments,
conservation organizations, and research institutions. They advocated for the implementation of
sustainable forest management practices and lobbied for the recognition of community-led conservation
initiatives.

The Kebang's efforts resulted in the establishment of community-managed forest reserves, the
implementation of reforestation projects, and the adoption of sustainable livelihood practices that reduced

dependence on forest resources. These actions contributed to the preservation of biodiversity, the

mitigation of climate change, and the protection of the community's cultural heritage.
Case Study 4: Conflict Resolution in Inter-Village Disputes

Inter-village conflicts can arise due to various factors, such as resource competition, historical grievances,
or disputes over territorial claims. The Kebang plays a critical role in mediating and resolving such

conflicts, ensuring peaceful coexistence among villages.
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In a particular case, two neighboring villages had a long-standing dispute over the ownership and use of
a fertile agricultural land. The conflict had caused hostility and strained relationships between the

communities for years.

The Kebang members from both villages came together to facilitate dialogue, reconciliation, and
negotiations. They organized joint meetings, encouraging open communication and fostering an

understanding of each other's perspectives.

Through a series of discussions, facilitated by the Kebang, the villages reached a consensus on the sharing
and management of the agricultural land. The agreement not only resolved the immediate conflict but also

created a framework for collaboration in future endeavors and strengthened inter-village relationships.

This case illustrates the Kebang's role in conflict resolution between communities, promoting peace, and
facilitating cooperative approaches to shared resources. The Kebang's impartiality, mediation skills, and
commitment to the well-being of the larger community were instrumental in resolving the conflict and

fostering long-term harmony.

These case studies exemplify the Kebang's significant contributions to justice administration and socio-
political dynamics in Arunachal Pradesh. Through their involvement in resolving conflicts, addressing
community development needs, advocating for environmental conservation, and mediating inter-village
disputes, the Kebang showcases its effectiveness as a grassroots institution that promotes social cohesion,

sustainable development, and the preservation of indigenous values and identity.

1. Challenges and Criticisms: Challenges and criticisms are important to consider because they
provide a critical lens through which to evaluate the functioning and effectiveness of the Kebang,
as well as to identify areas for improvement.53 Here are a few reasons why challenges and
criticisms are valuable:

2. Gender and Social Inclusion: One of the common criticisms of the Kebang is its historically
male-dominated nature, with limited representation of women and marginalized groups. This
raises concerns about the inclusivity and representation of diverse voices within the decision-
making processes of the Kebang. Efforts are being made to address this issue by promoting gender

equality and ensuring the meaningful participation of women and marginalized groups.54
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Lack of Legal Codification: Customary laws and practices followed by the Kebang may lack
formal legal codification. This can lead to challenges in ensuring consistency, predictability, and
uniformity in decision-making. The absence of a standardized legal framework can result in
variations in interpretations and outcomes across different Kebangs.55

Limited Access to Legal Expertise: The Kebang's reliance on customary practices may result in
limited access to legal expertise and professional legal advice. This can be a challenge when
dealing with complex legal issues or when navigating interactions with formal legal systems. The
lack of legal expertise within the Kebang can potentially limit the depth of legal understanding and
the ability to ensure legal rights and protections.

Balancing Traditional Practices with Evolving Societal Needs: The Kebang faces the challenge
of balancing traditional practices with the evolving needs and aspirations of the community. As
society changes and new challenges arise, the Kebang must adapt to address contemporary issues
such as land disputes, cybercrimes, environmental concerns, or human rights issues. Striking a
balance between preserving customary practices and responding to evolving societal needs can be
a complex and ongoing challenge.56

Implementation and Enforcement: While the Kebang may make decisions and
recommendations, the effectiveness of their implementation and enforcement can vary. The lack
of formal legal authority or mechanisms to enforce decisions may limit the impact and reach of
the Kebang's decisions in certain situations.57 Collaborative efforts with formal legal systems and
government authorities may be required to ensure the implementation and enforcement of
Kebang's decisions.

Identifying Limitations: Challenges and criticisms shed light on the limitations of the Kebang's
current practices and processes. By recognizing these limitations, it becomes possible to address
them and enhance the institution's ability to effectively administer justice and navigate socio-
political dynamics.58

Ensuring Accountability: Critiques and challenges help hold the Kebang accountable for its
actions and decisions. By engaging in constructive criticism, it encourages transparency, ethical
conduct, and the continuous improvement of the institution's functioning.59

Promoting Fairness and Inclusivity: Examining challenges and criticisms helps ensure that the

Kebang operates in a manner that is fair, just, and inclusive. By addressing issues related to gender
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representation, social inclusion, and equal access to justice, the Kebang can better serve all
members of the community and promote equality.60

10. Encouraging Adaptability: Challenges and criticisms help the Kebang adapt to changing societal
needs and evolving dynamics. By acknowledging areas where traditional practices may need to be
adjusted or aligned with contemporary requirements, the institution can remain relevant and
responsive to the evolving needs of the community.61

11. Enhancing Legitimacy: By addressing challenges and criticisms, the Kebang can strengthen its
legitimacy and credibility. This is important for the community's trust in the institution and its
willingness to seek justice through the Kebang's processes.62

12. Driving Continuous Improvement: Challenges and criticisms provide opportunities for learning
and growth. By actively addressing shortcomings, the Kebang can continually improve its
practices, decision-making, and overall effectiveness in administration of justice and socio-

political affairs63

While challenges and criticisms may highlight areas of concern, they should be seen as opportunities for
positive change rather than as outright condemnations. By recognizing and responding to these challenges,
the Kebang can enhance its role in promoting justice, governance, and socio-cultural preservation in a

more effective and inclusive manner.

Balancing Customary Practices with Evolving Societal Needs:Finding the right balance between
customary practices and evolving societal needs is a significant challenge for the Kebang. As communities
undergo social, economic, and technological changes, there is a need to adapt customary practices to
address emerging issues while preserving the community's cultural heritage.This challenge requires
continuous dialogue, open-mindedness, and a willingness to critically examine and reinterpret customary
practices. It involves engaging with community members, seeking their input, and incorporating their
perspectives into decision- making processes.64 It also necessitates collaboration with experts from
various fields, including law, governance, and social sciences, to ensure a comprehensive and inclusive
approach. Additionally, education and awareness programs can play a vital role in enhancing
understanding and bridging the gap between traditional practices and evolving societal needs. By fostering
dialogue, promoting critical thinking, and nurturing a culture of continuous learning, communities can

navigate the challenges of balancing customary practices with the changing dynamics of their society.65
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Addressing these challenges and striking a balance between tradition and modernity is crucial for the
Kebang to remain relevant, effective, and responsive to the evolving needs of the community it serves.

1. Comparative Perspectives: The Kebang of Arunachal Pradesh shares similarities and differences
with other traditional institutions in India and around the world.66 Let's explore some comparative
perspectives:

2. Panchayati Raj System in India: The Panchayati Raj system is a decentralized form of local
governance in India. It involves elected village councils that handle local administrative,
developmental, and judicial functions. While the Kebang operates as a traditional institution, the
Panchayati Raj system is a statutory framework established by the Indian Constitution. Both
systems aim to empower local communities and involve them in decision-making processes, but
they differ in their structure and legal recognition.67

3. Native Title and Tribal Councils in Australia: Australia has a system of native title recognition
and tribal councils for Indigenous communities. These councils play a role in governing and
managing traditional lands and resources. Similar to the Kebang, they are rooted in indigenous
customs and practices, focusing on preserving cultural heritage and addressing community needs.
However, the legal frameworks and socio-political contexts in Australia differ from those in
Arunachal Pradesh.68

4. Jirga and Shalish in Afghanistan and Pakistan: Jirga and Shalish are traditional dispute
resolution mechanisms in Afghanistan and Pakistan, respectively. They involve community elders
and leaders who gather to mediate and resolve conflicts based on customary laws and traditions.69
Like the Kebang, Jirga and Shalish prioritize reconciliation and restorative justice. However, they
operate in different cultural contexts and have distinct practices and procedures.

5. Customary Courts in Africa: Many countries in Africa have customary courts that administer
justice based on traditional norms and customs. These courts, similar to the Kebang, address
disputes and provide legal remedies within the framework of customary laws. However, the
specific practices and structures of customary courts vary across different African countries and

communities.70

Comparing the Kebang with these traditional institutions highlights the diversity of approaches to local

governance and justice administration. While each institution operates within its own cultural, historical,
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and legal context, they share common objectives such as preserving cultural heritage, community
participation, and resolving disputes based on customary laws.

Comparative studies enable a deeper understanding of the strengths, limitations, and adaptations of
traditional institutions in different socio-cultural settings.71

It is important to recognize that each traditional institution has its unique characteristics, and their
effectiveness and acceptance may vary within their respective communities and legal systems.
Comparative perspectives can inform discussions on best practices, innovations, and challenges faced by
these institutions, ultimately contributing to the ongoing dialogue on justice, governance, and community

empowerment.

Policy Implications: Policy implications refer to the recommendations and actions that can be taken based
on the findings and conclusions of a research study. They provide guidance on how the research findings
can be applied in practical terms to address specific issues or achieve desired outcomes. Policy
implications help bridge the gap between research and practice by suggesting potential courses of action
for policymakers, government officials, and other relevant stakeholders. The need for policy implications
arises from the recognition that research findings have the potential to inform decision-making and shape
policy development. By translating research into actionable recommendations, policy implications ensure
that the knowledge generated through research is utilized to address real-world problems and improve
outcomes. Policy implications help policymakers and other stakeholders understand the relevance and
applicability of research findings to specific contexts. They provide insights into the potential benefits,
challenges, and trade-offs associated with different policy options. Policy implications also guide the
allocation of resources, the development of programs and interventions, and the formulation of legislation

or regulations.

In the context of the research on the Kebang, policy implications are important to harness the insights
gained from the analysis of its role in the administration of justice and socio-political dynamics. They
provide actionable recommendations for integrating the Kebang into the formal legal framework,
strengthening its role in promoting local governance and socio- cultural preservation, and addressing

challenges and limitations identified in the research.
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Policy implications help ensure that the research findings on the Kebang are not limited to academic
discourse but are translated into practical measures that can bring about positive changes in the justice
system, governance structures, and the overall well-being of the community. They facilitate evidence-
based decision-making and the effective implementation of policies that are responsive to the needs and

aspirations of the people.

In summary, policy implications are necessary because they provide actionable recommendations based
on research findings, helping policymakers and stakeholders translate knowledge into practice, improve
decision-making, and address real-world challenges.Integrating Kebang into the Formal Legal
Framework: Recognizing the significance of the Kebang in the administration of justice, there could be
efforts to integrate its practices and decisions into the formal legal framework. This can involve
documenting and codifying customary laws, ensuring consistency and predictability in decision-making,
and providing legal recognition to the Kebang's decisions within the existing legal system. Collaboration
between the Kebang and formal legal institutions can enhance access to justice, promote legal rights, and

ensure the harmonious functioning of both systems.

Strengthening the Role of Kebang in Local Governance: The Kebang can play a vital role in promoting
local governance and community empowerment. Policy measures should focus on strengthening the
Kebang's role in decision-making processes related to community development, resource management,
and social welfare. This can involve capacity building for Kebang members, promoting inclusivity and
gender representation, and establishing mechanisms for collaboration between the Kebang and

government authorities.

Socio-Cultural Preservation: Recognizing the Kebang's role in preserving indigenous identity and cultural
heritage, policies should prioritize the preservation and promotion of traditional practices and customs.
Efforts can include supporting cultural festivals, heritage preservation initiatives, and educational
programs that promote awareness and understanding of indigenous customs. This can help maintain the
socio-cultural fabric of the community and foster a sense of pride and identity among community

members.
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Findings:

1. The Kebang system of justice in Arunachal Pradesh operates within the framework of the Indian
legal system. The Kebang is an indigenous system of dispute resolution that is recognized and
respected by the government and the local communities. It functions as a community assembly
where disputes are heard and resolved through consensus-based decision- making, typically led by
community elders and leaders.

2. The impact of the Kebang system on socio-political dynamics in Arunachal Pradesh is a complex
and multifaceted topic. It plays a crucial role in maintaining social cohesion, resolving conflicts,
and preserving the cultural identity of various indigenous communities in the state. The Kebang
system also provides a platform for community participation and democratic decision-making,
which can influence local governance and political dynamics.

3. When comparing the Kebang system of justice to other forms of justice systems in India, it is
important to consider the unique characteristics and cultural context of Arunachal Pradesh. Unlike
the formal judicial system, the Kebang system is deeply rooted in local customs, traditions, and
community values. It emphasizes reconciliation, restoration of harmony, and preservation of
community relationships, which may differ from the adversarial approach of the mainstream legal
system.

4. Key differences between the Kebang system and other forms of justice systems in India include
the decentralized and participatory nature of the Kebang, reliance on oral tradition and customary
laws, emphasis on consensus-building, and the involvement of community elders and leaders in
the decision-making process. In contrast, the formal legal system in India follows a more
centralized and hierarchical structure with codified laws and a focus on legal precedents.

5. The Kebang system of justice aims to ensure access to justice for all members of the community,
including vulnerable and marginalized groups. It provides a platform for their voices to be heard
and considered in dispute resolution processes. However, the effectiveness of the system in
achieving justice for these groups may vary, and further research would be needed to explore the
specific mechanisms and challenges related to ensuring access to justice for vulnerable and
marginalized communities.

6. Challenges faced by the Kebang system of justice in Arunachal Pradesh may include issues related

to the integration of customary laws with formal legal frameworks, ensuring consistency and
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coherence in decision-making, addressing gender biases and inequalities, balancing traditional
practices with evolving societal needs, and adapting to changing socio- political dynamics and
external influences.

The Kebang system of justice has evolved over time in response to various factors, including
social, cultural, and political changes. Historical research and analysis of the system's
development, transformations, and adaptations would be necessary to understand its evolution in
greater detail.

The role of the Kebang system of justice in promoting gender justice in Arunachal Pradesh would
require a comprehensive examination. It would involve exploring how gender issues are addressed
within the Kebang system, the representation and participation of women in decision-making
processes, the extent to which gender biases are present or challenged, and the impact of the system
on women's rights and empowerment.

The influence of the Kebang system of justice on the overall development of Arunachal Pradesh
is a broad and interconnected topic. It can be explored through examining its contributions to social
cohesion, cultural preservation, local governance, conflict resolution, and the empowerment of
communities. Evaluating the system's impact on various sectors, such as education, healthcare,
infrastructure, and economic development, would be essential in understanding its role in overall
development.

Strategies to strengthen the Kebang system of justice in Arunachal Pradesh would require a careful
assessment of the system's strengths and weaknesses. Potential strategies could include capacity
building and training for Kebang members, creating mechanisms for coordination and cooperation
between the Kebang system and the formal legal system, enhancing awareness and understanding
of the system among the general population, ensuring inclusivity and representation of diverse
communities, and addressing any systemic challenges or limitations that may hinder its

effectiveness.

Conclusion: The research on the Kebang of Arunachal Pradesh highlights its significant role in the
administration of justice and socio-political dynamics. The Kebang, as a traditional institution, contributes
to dispute resolution, reconciliation, and community development based on customary laws and practices.
Its emphasis on participatory decision-making, reconciliation, and restorative justice aligns with

indigenous values and promotes social harmony.
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The research also sheds light on the challenges faced by the Kebang, such as gender and social inclusion,
balancing traditional practices with evolving societal needs, and the lack of legal codification.
Recognizing these challenges, policy implications include integrating the Kebang into the formal legal

framework, strengthening its role in local governance, and promoting socio-cultural preservation.

Findings: The findings of this research contribute to the understanding of the Kebang's significance in
Arunachal Pradesh, highlighting its role in providing accessible justice, preserving indigenous identity,
and fostering community cohesion. The policy implications provide guidance for practical implementation
and further research.

Future Directions: Future directions for research can explore in-depth case studies, comparative analysis
with other traditional institutions, and the impact of policy interventions on the functioning and
effectiveness of the Kebang. Continued research and practical implementation can further enhance the
Kebang's role in justice administration and socio- political dynamics, contributing to the overall well-

being and development of Arunachal Pradesh.
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