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Abstract 

That of motherhood in modern Indian English literature, the actual concept is being altered rapidly. 

It's disrupting the old stereotypes and becoming more involved in ideas that tend to the complex, 

alternative representations. Feminist writers such as Manju Kapur and Amulya Malladi, through 

their works, portray that the patriarchal system may control the life of women and also illustrate 

the problems of women agency, while the surgeons and wives surrogacy stories are about in the 

novels Custody and House for Happy Birth. The books also convey the new dynamics of single 

parenting and transnational LGBTQ+ family identities, seen in 1084 Mother by Mahasweta Devi 

and Javanese version of the Pregnant King by Devdutt Pattanaik. The great thing about these 

literary pieces is that they also portray some of our concerns and reality and are great examples of 

hybridity, survivability, and empowerment. The documentaries, from mothers and children, 

portray the complicated negotiations of the new dynamics of the transition. These tales could be 

used to illustrate that an illumination of the motherhood idea beyond the conventional family 

structures is an important call for a shift in the thinking, which in turn may be used to animate new 

definitions that reflect the contemporary life. This point indicates the necessity to search how the 

perceptions should be changed and policies should be adjusted to fit the requirements of the new 
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patterns, and doing more studies of the interdependence of the motherhood and family 

effectiveness in the context of the changeable norms.  

 Keywords: Motherhood, Indo-English Literature, female-centric stories, cultural hybridity, non-

conventional family units, LGBTQ+ family units, transnational identities, surrogacy, and 

empowering women.  

Introduction 

Today's Indian English literature undergoes a radical transformation which is a motherhood's 

construct by patriarchal society. The norms and points of reference assigned to the mothers in the 

past were far more diverse compared to the mother of today. Narratives are a powerful means to 

investigate how the complicated lay of gender, power and tradition get intertwined within a nuclear 

family. Through their novels writers frankly talk about traditional patriarchal constraints, which 

influenced everything women did and even their family experience from the provider’s point of 

view ( Begum, S. H. 2020).  Numerous literary works focus motherhood that is more complex than 

profiled within the confines of biological maternity and mere caregiving, painting an image of 

motherhood of high risks and sometimes controversies. It is under this archetype that a thorough 

scrutiny of the societal norms manifests, portraying how they impact the lives and identities of 

women that are under it (Henriksson et al., 2023). In the literature we see the pressure of an "ideal" 

mother individual, portraying the hardships and the struggle individuals may face in the home 

environments. Displacement of motherhood becomes the central theme in books by writers like 

Manju Kapur in "Custody" and Amulya Malladi in "A House for Happy Mothers"; these explore 

experiences like surrogacy. Bearing their stories, the motif becomes a source of emotional/moral 

complexities and concealment of other types of motherhood but also a revelation of their social 

consequences (Karmakar, I. 2018).  

                                         The fact that novels such as "The Pregnant King" by Devdutt Pattanaik 

and "My Mother's Girlfriend" by Sameer Satheesch, had an appearance of LGBTQ+ parents with 

non-traditional family structures, is the illustration of this alteration. These pieces, explore issues 

beyond the monopoly of the societal definition on, both, motherhood or parenthood in the Indian 
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society, today. Female literature most  likely  will interact  with subjects of independence and 

reproductive issues, consequently emphasizing a woman’s right in deciding how to handle matters 

of her own body and family. This movement does not only draw the attention of the audience but 

also highlighting the relevant aspects of gender and sexuality through revaluation of policies and 

behavior (Karmakar, I., 2022). 

                                           Finally, spearheading parallel narratives of motherhood in Indian 

English literature of today stand as a critical weapon in the hands of women against the narrow-

mindedness of ancient gender roles and frontiers of an egalitarian society. They bring to attention 

the plurality of maternal experience while building a case for the society to have women's views 

and decisions appropriately treated. The power of these authors lies in their ability to use emotional 

narrative to convince the audience to discarded the old thinking process of the motherhood model 

and let itself involve in the modern society standards of family and identity.  

REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

Historical Evolution of Motherhood in Indian Literature:  

   The depiction of motherhood in Indian litature has obienen dramatically over the years. First 

stories centered on family life and sacrifice, joining the social order of the long past. But now, it 

is rather common practice in the poetry of our days to contradict the past and to mirror our ever-

changing attitude to various problems. Contrary to universal views of women of former time, 

female critiques points to how liberty from biological determinism empowers women more that 

intended predestined motherhood. They do that as well as refute the common idea of a 'super mom', 

instead, they seek destigmatization of all the intricate and contrasting maternal stories. It charts the 

different factors including caste, class, and sexuality which overlap when these experiences are 

interpreted from the intersectional point of view (DAVASEELI, G.R., 2011). 

                                         This perspective brings a more complex understanding to people across 

the globe. While generational fluctuations inherently appear in mother-daughter inter-

relationships, these liberating forces develop the dynamics of self-identity within a frame of 

adherence vs.  modernity. Another important accentuation made by these feminists is the issue of 
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body autonomy and reproductive rights which had been traditionally transferred to men and there 

had been talked about traditional family set-ups only.  Thus including and equality have been 

brought to attention. These transformational tales, therefore, advance the notion that the space of 

motherhood has now come to mean empowerment and resistance, which, in turn, is aimed at 

redefining the age-old women's gender roles and contributing to the global debates on gender 

equality and social transformation (Narayan, U., 2013). 

Surrogate Motherhood in Indian English Literature 

Surrogate motherhood, which has likely gained prominence in recent English literature from India, 

is by no means uninformed as it brings to light diverse understandings of social change and ethical 

dilemmas. Apart from the novels by Manju Kapur (Custody) and Amulya Malladi (A House for 

Happy Mothers), these are the two most amazing pieces of fiction that speak successfully to this 

subject. Ishita's emotional struggle as a surrogate for a couple who cannot conceive is delivered 

through Kapur and he tells us about the difficulties and hence the complexity that one faces. 

(Kashyap, S., & Tripathi, P. 2022). In A House for Happy Mothers, Malladi connects the worlds 

that stand in a sharp contrast - Silicon Valley and rural India.  He does it through the story of Silvia, 

an wealthy woman who cannot conceive, and Anna who is the surrogate mother trying to allow a 

better life for her family. The relationship between the surrogate and the intended parents 

engenders questions on moral grounds, such as exploitation, health dangers, and emotional harm. 

We see by means of these narratives, the motherhood as a long-established one is replaced with 

the idea of motherhood which consists of feelings: sharing dreams, showing compassion and 

emotional bonds rather than a mere biological aspect. After all, it is these novels that force the 

reader’s mind to explore what are at a more appropriate with the ethical, social and cultural aspects 

of surrogacy (Mustafa, H. A., & Khaleel, I. R. 2022). 

LGBTQ+ Parental Figures and Their Challenges 

Modern Indian English literature gives an intriguing look at the story of the LGBTQ+ rights, the 

different family forms, and the motherhood, which all embrace some powerful ideas about the 

complexity and beauty of these intersecting themes. Sidaush Sameer Satheesh's work My Mother's 
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Girlfriend explores the complex layers of amor between Renuka and Sadiya, two women who are 

passionately in love. Renuka (mother) a representative of the diversification that is taking place in 

the present society on the one hand, and her concern and love for Mangahesh (son) and Sadiya 

(Sadiya) on the other hand. The film aptly shows how these characters' maternal and love interests 

both haphazardly tangle in a union, reflecting societal norms that maintain these ideals, caring very 

little about the individual (Pandit, A. 2019). 

                                       Through The Pregnant King, Yuvanashva, another monarch who has 

mistakenly imbibed elixir, which is meant for his wives to drink, also gets pregnant according to 

Devdutt Pattnaik's story. This narrative contradicts the customs of the old times about the roles 

that a man and a woman played in the society, and this is the case in Yuvanashva, who has to 

struggle to balance his kingship and motherhood. The author uses this unique story to mirror the 

society for the sake of questioning the norms of identity and family and striking at the conventional 

notions of motherhood and fatherhood ( Fourie, J., 2018. ) .The literary works expose the 

revolutionary ideas about family structures and maternity or the biology of love, endurance, and 

nursing. They also promote a better societal understanding of LGBTQ+ rights in India, through 

this we can see the changing attitude and the growing recognition of various family structures. 

Totally these stories offer the audiences the chance to rethink the perspective about how the society 

functions and, furthermore, to experience wide variety of ways in which love is presented at 

present day India (Rani, N.I., 2006.) 

Single Parenthood and Non-Traditional Family Structures 

The conventional family structure which used to be the ride for families in India has lately given 

way to other family structures like single parenthood and non-traditional families who reveal a 

unique variation arising out of popular cultural and economic transmutations. The United Nations 

Women report points out that more than four women were killed, and approximately a million and 

a half were victims of physical and sexual violence annually as a result of all sorts of wars and 

conflicts before the end of 2019. 5% of Indian households are run by persons who are single 

mothers suggesting that the number of such households is around 13 million and the number of 

single mothers is around 32 million who belong to extended families. Moreover, this widening 
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presence highlights the need to acknowledge the problems and the components that the families of 

these sex workers have to deal with in society (Sarkar, S., 2016.). 

                                           Though Mother of 1084 is a story by Mahasweta Devi showing the 

repression of the Naxalite movement in Calcutta 1971 when Sujata, a grieving mother deals with 

the struggles of single parenthood after her son is killed and now imagine a body which has no 

name Corpse No 1084. 1084.  Devi conveyed to full view a  disappointment of Sujata's, a search 

for a meaning, after the world had done wrong to her and her son. In the same way, though Chitra 

Banerjee Divakaruni hasn’t written a book explicitly about this (the single motherhood), her 

characters often deal with the cultural difficulties of the non-traditional families or family 

structures and they are the best sources of knowledge of the specific challenges and problems like 

the financial, emotional, and social hurdles that single parent has to overcome.( Dey, A. and Das, 

D., 2020. ) . Literature, which in some ways is a mirror of society, is an amazing space where it is 

narrated this kind of events from an individual perspective with great care, which means that the 

resilience, strength and emotional complications of heroes are not only emphasized but also are 

revealed in all their complexity. For a child of a single parent, the traits including adaptability and 

independence might somehow appear, yet the questions of who they are and their place in society, 

particularly in grounds where they somehow fail to get interaction with their missing father's 

influence, remain significant. Through these literature works, readers could learn to have empathy 

toward the peculiar family experiences and they uncover how families overcome the difficulties 

in life (Begum, S.H., 2020). 

Hybrid Identities and Transcultural Perspectives 

The intersection of fragmentation and cross-cultural identity has significant implications for the 

ideology of motherhood, as mothers must navigate their homeland alongside the priorities of their 

new countries. Jhumpa Lahiri's namesake offers a moving image of this in Ashima, a mother 

caught between her American life and the world she longs for. He tries to impart Indian traditional 

values to his children, who reinterpret these values in their new social context. In her book The 

Legacy of Loss, Kiran Desai explores the complexities of motherhood amid cross-cultural 

dynamics through the figure of Sai's mother, whose absence creates a void filled with questions of 
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origin and legacy( Landell, R., 2020) . Female characters must reconcile traditional and modern 

elements, taking into account their cultural heritage and adapting to the undeniable newness of 

their children's environment. These families reflect the emotional and social challenges of 

maintaining family cohesion, embracing new elements to create hybrid identities that blend past 

and present (SINGH, S., ANITA, I.C.O.W.I.). 

.Methodology 

1.  Selection criteria for primary literary sources: The selection of texts demands that provision 

is made for the theme of motherhood to be explored in cultures and identities that have been 

affected by cultural hybridization. Firstly, an intimate awareness has been acknowledged by the 

author herself, of the segregations existing between old beliefs about motherhood and modern 

spontaneous attitudes towards the society while portraying the female characters in the books.  

Secondly, the literature displays the consuming social dilemma questions of the diasporic 

community and people who are currently going through an identity crisis. The Awards have also 

witnessed significant accomplishments, some of the notable being the works of Jhumpa Lahiri in 

‘The Namesake’ and the Kiran Desai in ‘Legacy of Loss’ which were analyzed through different 

cultural perspectives and nontraditional family structures (Arifin, A., 1993). 

2.  Comparative literary analysis: In realization of chosen texts, some parameters will be applied 

to highlight the similarities between texts for example by relating using recurring themes, narrative 

structure and the process of developing characters. The text in question deals extensively with the 

fact that these narratives explain how modernization as well as a desire to preserve the traditions 

often present conflicts in people intents of adopting new customs in behavior as well as beliefs. 

With the use of characterization, a protagonist becomes ingenious in the ways of navigating 

through cultural conflict which exists in multi-cultural backgrounds of the characters that the 

author narrates about (Ramone, J., 2011). 

 3. Qualitative Analysis of Feminist, Queer, and Sociocultural Critiques:   

A qualitative analysis of contextual issues in which the thinkers deploy feminist, queer, and 

sociocultural approaches will be employed as tools to provoke the exploration of customary and 
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unconventional motherhood. By using these theoretical lenses, I can unlearn the societal 

constraints on cultures and the prevalent cultural stigma of mothers in transcultures. While 

appreciating the contribution of all the essays, a careful consideration will be given to the ones that 

reflect the complex interaction between gender, race and social class, making the wider society's 

norms as an underlying factor to how motherhood is defined (Bisht, U., 2022).  

4.  Interviews and Secondary Sources: 

 In addition to sources like essay and author interviews, secondary sources will serve to explain 

any non-traditional narratives. A new approach is to be presented which is an act of including the 

voices of famous writers themselves, for this methodology can reveal the personal, socio-political 

and other factors that influence the desired storytelling. On the other hand, additional sources such 

as literary essays and the like will enrich the comparatism, they will supply to the study of the texts 

analytical views offered by al the scholars (Ramachandran, R., 2009). 

 Results  

1. Comparative Analysis of How Each Text Redefines or Challenges Traditional Motherhood 

Text Depiction of Traditional 

Motherhood 

Challenges to Traditional 

Norms 

The Namesake Ashima secures the cultural 

transition from India to 

America for her children and 

transpires her own cultural 

stage of restructuring. 

At a later period of time, she 

comes to terms with American 

customs and traditions while 

keeping a considerable part of 

the Indian culture. 

The Inheritance of Loss Missing mother in the life of 

Sai, which is replaced by the 

diversity of the surrounding 

leads to challenging his 

traditional image. 

Sai accepts the fact that he is 

at a place where his life has 

undergone a significant 

change and he starts 

communicating with people 

from different countries and 
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cultures.  This process helps 

him to become an independent 

absorber of new knowledge. 

 

2. Findings on the Impact of These Narratives on Broader Societal Perceptions and 

Expectations 

Impact Description 

Cultural Identity         The texts highlight the fluidity of identity, 

encouraging acceptance of transcultural 

identities. 

Family Structures         Traditional family structures are shown to 

evolve as mothers adopt new perspectives, 

fostering inclusivity. 

Empowerment               Women and their children develop 

independence, demonstrating resilience in 

non-traditional family models. 

 

3. Key Themes Across Various Texts 

Theme Description 

Hybrid Identities         Mothers and their children who are members 

of a duality simultaneously in the process of 

transferring typical and progressive 

perceptions.  

  

Resilience                They represent the human spirit of 

perseverance and recovery as they are liberated 
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from cultural barriers to find a new and unique 

self-expression.  

  

 

Cultural Adaptation       The text is the convergence of the forces of 

adaptation as the families build integrity and 

endure in the face of clash of cultures.  

  

. 

 

4. Implications of These Alternative Narratives 

Implication Description 

Gender Equality           Gender equality stories bear an imposition that 

women's independence reflects the difficulties 

incurred due to traditional stereotypes.  

 

LGBTQ+ Rights             Family stories are believed to come in diverse 

forms, questioning the much-conventionalized 

model of the nuclear family, but always 

needing inclusion and acceptance. 

  

Societal Progress         Motherhood is no more equated with just 

caregiving. With changing times, many 

mothers and their children are taking to 

unconventional parenting styles. Society may 

have to revisit what it thinks about 

motherhood. 
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Motherhood is no more equated with just caregiving. With changing times, many mothers and 

their children are taking to unconventional parenting styles. Society may have to revisit what it 

thinks about motherhood.Such alternative stories of mothering redefine and question what is set 

up as standard mothering by other cultures and unorthodox family situations. The Namesake and 

Legacy of Loss demonstrate how mothers and children come to terms with their hybrid identities 

and create new frameworks that point toward the adaptive and resilient way of living for 

multicultural families. A comparison helps to focus on how these texts support inclusion and at 

the same time enable women to be powerful, challenging modern-day perspectives on gender 

equality and LGBTQ+ rights. Motherhood is thus being contributed to by these works to the 

gradual process it takes in transforming into one that fits in with the present cultural reality. 

Contributions to a Broader Understanding of Motherhood 

Unconventional stories consistently highlight themes of cultural hybridity, resilience and 

adaptation, revealing how mothers and their children navigate the shifting cultural landscapes of 

their identities. Embracing cross-cultural perspectives, these stories redefine social norms and 

broaden the understanding of motherhood. Stories like The Namesake and Legacy of Loss feature 

mothers who combine their cultural heritage with the realities of their current environment and 

create new family structures that challenge traditional norms. This reimagining of motherhood 

presents women and their children as adaptable, strong and independent, challenging social 

stigmas and promoting inclusion.These stories also highlight opportunities to influence future 

policies and social attitudes. When these stories show mothers and families challenging outdated 

practices, they challenge wider society to rethink preconceptions and expectations about gender 

and family. Featuring characters navigating hybrid identities and changing family structures, these 

works encourage policymakers to consider the diverse needs of mothers in multicultural societies 

and create policies that reflect evolving social realities.  

Discussion 

Alternative narratives of motherhood in contemporary Indian English literature reveal a 

transformative journey that challenges traditional stereotypes and patriarchal structures. These 
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stories by authors such as Manju Kapur, Amulya Mallad and Devdutt Pattanaik highlight the 

complexities and nuances of motherhood in today's era of changing notions of identity, culture and 

family. Portrayals of surrogacy, single parenthood, LGBTQ+ families and hybrid identities 

evidence a shift towards inclusion and empowerment that challenges rigid societal expectations. 

By portraying mothers and their children as flexible and adaptable, these texts promote a 

progressive framework that values cultural diversity and personal autonomy. They inspire a 

rethinking of current policies to support families and promote gender equality. Finally, these 

literary works emphasize that motherhood transcends biological and guardian roles and promotes 

the acceptance and understanding of non-traditional family structures in a multicultural world.  

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the study of non-traditional motherhood stories strengthens the argument that these 

stories challenge traditional norms and reveal the resilience and adaptability of mothers and their 

children. Through themes of cultural hybridity, resilience and empowerment, these texts contribute 

significantly to the conversation about motherhood, promote acceptance of alternative family 

structures, and influence wider social attitudes towards gender and family. Their importance is to 

create a progressive framework that recognizes the complexities of family life in a multicultural 

environment. Future research may deepen the impact of changes in family structures and social 

norms on motherhood, especially based on emerging issues such as economic instability, changing 

immigration patterns, and changing attitudes toward LGBTQ+ families. 
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