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Abstract  

A Comparative Study of Selected Novels by Anita Desai concludes by delving into the man-lady 

connection as shown in the chosen books, as well as the approaches followed by the characters 

to overcome their problems. A similar inquiry into the two authors is both enthralling and 

rewarding. In the realm of English fiction, Anita Desai and Kamala Markandaya are two 

remarkable craftspeople. Nonetheless, with the exception of a few articles, few investigations 

have attempted a close evaluation of hitched Indian females in the books of these two writers. 

They are ready to give up their lives. They progress from self-denial to self-declaration and from 

self-invalidation to self-insistence. Numerous fundamental articles and in-depth examinations of 

the two journalists have appeared exclusively. This research aims to analyse various female 

characteristics in relation to key aspects of their lives, such as marriage, movement, parenthood, 

and midlife. Following that, this article will attempt to assess how these two modern Indian 

women writers portray women. 

Anita Desai, like Virginia Woolf and Jane Austen, compose rhapsodists of sentiments, feelings, 

and feelings that pass through human awareness Their interest is also focused on ladylike 

experiences in the complicated social burdens and varieties of Indian culture. Another era of 

ladies emerged, embracing the new traits in which women have their own voice, which had been 

silenced for a long time. In this review, I've attempted to recognise the idea of homegrown 

associations in relation to three Anita Desai books, specifically Cry, The Peacock (1963), Voices 

In The City (1965), and Where Shall We Go This Mid-Year? (1975), and three Anita Desai 
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books, specifically The Dark Holds No Dread (1980), That Long Silence (1988), and The 

Binding Vine (1990) (1992) 

Keywords: Man-Women Relations, Respect, Novels Of Anita Desai. 

 

1. Introduction  

The current review is an effort to give women their rightful place in society, which has remained 

as peons until now. This research depicts the impact of training on women, their new social 

status, and their confirmation of their individuality. Anita Desai's writings mostly study the 

domestic cosmos of women, revealing an exciting creative acquaintance with many more 

profound powers at work as well as a considerable understanding of female reasoning and brain 

science. Their works speak out against the quiet tragedies and weakness of millions of married 

women who are tormented by existentialist dilemmas and situations. 

Anita Desai intends to go inside the minds of the characters in her novels. Mental strain, 

unfulfilled objectives, and unsatisfied longings plague contemporary life, notably that of 

working-class women. Hypochondria is caused and even worsened by domestic and social 

conditions. Her female protagonists in her writings are always exposed to the discovery and 

analysis of this psychological ailment. Anita Desai shows their characters' inner hardships while 

also emphasising their independence and quest for opportunities. All violent and distressing 

events may be traced back to man and man-centric authority. Anita Desai's ladies are aware of 

how they have been caught and how they can begin to live again; however, the hitch is Man, who 

enters her life as an unsettling component. 

The characters in Anita Desai's work can be divided into two groups: those who refuse to adapt 

to the harsh realities of life and those who split the difference. People who are "pariahs" in a 

novel, as much as in actual life, are those who are unable to adjust to the universe of real causes. 

Maya in Cry, The Peacock and Monisha in Voices In The City both fail to adjust to life's harsh 

realities and end up miserable. However, Sita in 'Where Shall We Go This Summer?' considers 
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these real-life factors. However, near the end of the first, it's unclear whether she learns how to 

live a healthy life following her return to Bombay, or if she simply reverts to her old 

hypochondriac rages and anxieties. Almost every hero in Anita Desai's stories battles the forces 

that seek to eliminate their unique individuality in the public view. Every one of the heroes 

demonstrates their capacity to fight the social forces that obstruct their seamless appearance. Her 

Peacock Cry is an externalization of Maya's internal casing. Where Shall We Go This Summer? 

is a melodic outpouring of women seeking peace and harmony in their daily lives. The feeling of 

her touchy characters' shaking resonations under the tyrannizing power of the city of Calcutta is 

captured in Voices in the City. The author then moves on to a discussion of human relationships 

and the topic of a woman's quest for personality. However, while she raises a voice against 

societal and social persecution of women in her books, she does not express the rebellious 

against tradition and man-centered qualities to certainty. To be honest, her primary concern in 

her books is to delve into the inner worlds of her female protagonists and discover how, through 

reflection, they achieve coordination of their disparate personalities. Women's heroes emerge 

from a male-dominated working class moderate society with a moderate outlook on life. 

In literature, female characters, particularly heroes, fight with their homegrown and societal 

climate. They experience mystic fights of individual beginning their milieu operates both as an 

actual reality outside and as a clairvoyant specialist within as they battle against the changing 

genuine aspects of their life. The pressure of their psychological battles appears to be perfect at a 

certain point in their lives, to the point where they find it difficult to control their emotions. The 

situation causes them to lose their sense of self, and they suffer from worry for a short amount of 

time. Nonetheless, their hypochondriac illness has a sobering effect on them as they make 

substantial self-disclosures during their sadistic sufferings. Revaluing life and their own 

relationships with others helps them comprehend the meaning of life and brings their split selves 

together. The extreme and antagonistic to human qualities arrangement of society is shown 

through the sensitive representation of her imaginary people's clairvoyant contentions. She 

appears to be advocating for the replacement of contra human socio-social attributes with ones 

that are beneficial to human happiness and prosperity. Her writings are crucial descriptions of 

human thought process conflicts and the mental fractures that such conflicts generate. 
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Nonetheless, her tales end on a high note, as each of the main characters in her books becomes 

aware of their negative mentalities and gains new information about the meaning of life through 

interactions with other people. Genuine dedication rests in the description of events and 

concerns, as well as the suffering and affliction of the working-class Indian woman, especially 

among those who have been educated and have chosen a profession. 

2. Woman’s Search for Identity in Anita Desai Novels 

Anita Desai's writings require her to decipher the characters' hidden thoughts. Working-class 

women, in particular, are plagued by mental stress, unmet objectives, and unsatisfied needs 

Despondency can be induced or exacerbated by personal and cultural factors. The conclusion and 

study of this psychological illness are addressed again in her writings through the female 

characters she creates. Anita Desai depicts their personalities and inner conflicts while also 

emphasizing their uniqueness and desire for freedom. The issue of man and male centric control 

is present in all violent and agitated situations. Anita Desai's ladies understand how they were 

hooked and how they can get back on track, but Man, who enters her cosmos as a disruptive 

force, stands in their way. 

The characters of Anita Desai are divided into two groups: those who fail to adapt to Life's 

merciless bits of insight and those who split the gap. There are people who are always quot 

untouchables and quot in fiction, as well as in real life, because they can't change to the world of 

real factors. Maya in Cry, The Peacock, and Monisha in Voices In The City all fail to adjust to 

life's harsh realities and die in untimely deaths. Nonetheless, Sita makes allowances to these 

realities in Where Shall We Go This Summer. However, near the end of the novel, we don't 

know whether she manages to live a normal life after returning to Bombay, or if she simply 

reverts to her old masochist rages and anxieties. Almost all of Anita Desai's heroes have to 

contend with public authorities that oppose their particular nature. Every one of the heroes 

exudes confidence in their ability to combat social forces that prevent them from simply existing. 

Maya's case's inner is externalised in Her Cry, the Peacock. Where Shall We Go This Summer? 

is an emotive outpouring from women seeking peace and harmony in their lives. The feeling of 

her delicate characters shaking reverberations under the tyrannical force of Calcutta is captured 
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in Voices in the City. The writer resolves a secret human interaction as well as the circumstance 

of a lady's need for character in this way. 

3. Conclusion  

Anita Desai portrays both upset and firm ties. What are the reasons behind these tumultuous 

connections? Why couldn't the characters in their books improve their characters' voices? The 

majority of the main characters have a masochistic element to them. They are constantly irritated 

by awkward familial relationships, and these familial ties are unable to accept their unique 

features. Anita Desai's understanding of the complex surface of Indian (Hindu) society is evident 

in their writings. They point out the presence of two parallel patterns that have existed in Indian 

culture since the Puranas. There is a lengthy tradition of honoring deities, as well as the practice 

of denying women human status. Ladies are not treated equally under the same roof once again. 

In a household, the mother figure may be all-powerful, while her little girl in charge is tormented 

and humiliated. Such acute sense of reality enabled the development of an unbiased viewpoint on 

the situation. The intelligent revealed her view that real women are just as responsible as men for 

women's misfortunes. To grant equal status to women, all types of people in India must first 

broaden their understanding and then examine their own sentiments and attitude. In this way, we 

may claim that social harmony is supported by a positive, free, and understanding spouse-wife 

connection. 
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